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Presidents Message 


Thank goodness the weather for Field Day was nothing like the scorching hot weather we have had as of 
late. Thanks to our Field Day chairman Vinnie, N4NYY, for overseeing another successful event. We 
ended up with a blockbuster score of 12,438 points! I’m sorry I didn’t have much time to socialize. After 
overcoming some problems Saturday afternoon, I was very busy because 6 and 10 meters were wide open 
for the whole weekend! Thanks to everyone who came out and made Field Day 2011 a success. Oh, and 
remember, we are looking for a new Field Day chairman for next year. 


It’s not too soon to start thinking about our next big event, the Hamfest. Our information has been sent in 
to the ARRL, a flyer is being designed, and tickets are being printed. The date is Sunday, September 18, 
2011. Please make plans to help with setup on Saturday evening and/or with running the event on Sunday. 
The only difference this year is that tailgating will not be free. It will be $5 per 10 foot tailgating space. 
We looked at the pricing of other Hamfests and feel our prices a very reasonable. 


I have not forgotten about the work that needs to get done at the Clubhouse or the problems with the Re- 
peater. For many reasons, summer is a difficult time to get projects completed. I hope to have everything 
taken care of before cold weather arrives. I can’t do it all myself, so I'll be soliciting help from the 
GCARC membership. 


Come out to the meeting this month for pizza night/swap meet. 
73, Al KB2AYU 


August Club Meeting Program 


At the August General Membership Meeting we will have a swap meet and pizza. This is your chance to 
get rid of all those items your spouse has been bugging you about and maybe pick something that you 
have been looking for or just have to have. To sweeten the pot the Club will spring for pizza. Clean out 
your closets and bring your unwanted stuff to the swap meet. Remember one man’s trash may be another 
man’s treasure. 


MS 150 


Vinnie Sallustio, N4NYY, reports that Dave McDonald, WB3JOY, made arrangements to have our Club 
logo put on the MS150 tee shirts for this year as a sponsor. This is great publicity. Thanks to Dave for 
doing this for the Club. 


Down Jersey DXing 
By Bill Grim, WOMHK 


OK. I'mready for autumn! This summer has been less than friendly to the Down Jersey populace, 
DxXers included. Heat records broken, torrential downpours, wind gusts, lightning strikes, lousy HF DX, 
and trying to figure out 6 Meters all made for a less than enjoyable summer. 


The 6 Meter season was very spotty this year, but did produce operations and qsos for many with the 
newly minted DXCC entities in the various PJ areas. As hard as many of the DXpeditions tried, there 
were very narrow openings or lack thereof to these relatively easy ones depending on the day you were 
operating on 6 Meters. I bagged 5 new DXCCers with 4 PJs and a HA. W2YC beat his "hoping for 12 
new ones quota" by coming up with a final count of 18 new entities on 6 Meters this season putting Dave 
even closer to the DXCC milestone for himself on the Magic Band. Being retired or semi-retired sure 
does help with the fitful openings in this part of the spectrum. 9 to Sers, still in the rat race, can easily 
miss some very narrow and brief openings so characteristic of this band. Although openings are possible 
on 6M for at least another month, they are very rare at this writing. 


Seasonal HF conditions have trumped the increased sunspot activity of late. Lack of really productive 
sunspots and numerous high levels of solar wind to disturb earth's geomagnetic fields have left us with 
many short or non-existent HF openings. 20 and 17 Meters have been the DX workhorse bands, with 
lower bands plagued by plenty of seasonal QRN and lack of openings. Our club certainly did profit from 
overall better propagation this year for Field Day with our most competitive score and FD effort includ- 
ing plenty of 10 Meter qsos! (Thanks again for the fine job coordinating the "herd of cats", Vinnie!) 


STOR finally appeared in the DX "flesh" on July 21st for a new DXCC entity. The pile-ups to work them 
are still huge as of this writing. WA2NPD, Doug, was the first GCARCer to bag them on 20 Meters. I 
finally got them on 17CW and Dave, W2YC, has his count up to 4 bands and 3 modes to date. Since 
they are planning to be there until August 6th, the pile-ups should eventually wane. My best tip is to try 
17 Meters especially around 5 to 6PM local time when they are active on the band. It should be a bit eas- 
ier than 20 Meters. Watch the DX clusters for openings to East Coast forthe bands and modes you pre- 
fer. They should be easier to catch as they log more qsos. Good Hunting! 


W2RM passes along info that 9K2/KB2SLI, Carl Yacullo, a former GCARC member, is active on 14.240 
Mhz most nights between 4 and SPM local time. Ray says it was relatively easy to work him. 


Not much for August. Try to work S. Sudan before the 6th. Thanks to NG3K and ADXO, 


CALL DATES HIGHLIGHTS RARITY DXCC 
STOR 7/21 - 8/6 NEW DXCC ENTITY 3 S. SUDAN 
KH8 8/1 - 8/7 160-6M, CW/SSB/DIG 2 AM. SAMOA 
V31UB 8/5 - 8/10 80-6M, CW/SSB/DIG 1 BELIZE 
TYIKS 8/5 - 8/14 F-6M, ESP. LOW BANDS 2 BENIN 
PJ7 8/11 - 8/15 © MAINLY 20,17,15 SSB 1 ST MARTIN 
OJOUR 8/13 - 8/20 HF -4 OP EURO TEAM 2 MARKET REEF 
T32JB 8/17 - 8/24 HF/SSB,CW, DIG 2 EAST KIRIBATI 
ESIAAO 8/18 - 8/30 HOLIDAY STYLE OP. 2 SOUTH COOK 
Sv9 8/29 - 9/30 —80-10C W 1 CRETE 


Field Day 2011 
By Doug Gerhing, WA2NPD 


One could hardly have asked for a better weekend! There was sunshine throughout the weekend, tem- 
perature in the low to middle eighties, and no thunderstorms at any time. Murphy had a very difficult 
time trying to make his inevitable, but very low-key appearance. And a really great time was enjoyed by 
all. AA2 WN has been reporting our results to the League for some 11 years, and our results this year 
were the best ever during that time. We had 3,558 total QSOs and 12,338 total points! Your scribe be- 
lieves this is the best our Club has done since the beginning in 1960! Certainly, our score with the 8A 
precedence was larger than at any time in our first 30 years, or so, of participation. 


And, who deserves the credit for this fine performance? Well, certainly the entire Club. But the spark 
plug leading the charge, and the thrust behind the effort was, of course, our overall FD Chairman, Vinnie, 
N4NYY., who, for a third consecutive year, topped off his best effort to date! Our Club score again in- 
cluded a grand total of 1,530 bonus points thanks to Vinnie), and included points for just about every 
category imaginable. Special thanks to WK2W, N2RO, WA3UVV, and (who did I forget) for copying 
FD messages, great publicity, and bringing out the local dignitaries to observe our operation. And our 
three “youthful” operators did double duty scoring bonus points for operating, but more astoundingly, 
they operated in the contest and turned-in scores that would make any old timer blush! Many congratula- 
tions to W2KBT, KC2VXS, and KC2VXT for a really first class performance on 40 M SSB! 


Our generator performed magnificently, never missed a beat, with the usual thanks to Ray, WB2NBJ and 
his assistant Tom, AB2YG. We have come to simply expect Murphy-free performance from our genera- 
tor in recent years and sometimes don’t appreciate how this can influence our overall FD performance. 
Ray needs to have a medal pinned on him at some point along the way. And, what can we say that has 
not already been said about our food? WA2LET continues to turn-in culinary masterpieces year after 
year without a hitch! His supporting cast, the power behind the throne, namely XYLs Pinky, Martha 
(N2CQ’s pride), and, this year, Cousin Vickie, did yeoman work at every meal. No one left hungry. And 
another special thanks to Mike, N2SRO, for providing plenty of ice to chill the sodas and tea. We added 
a new dimension this year in providing a bucket truck to assist with erection of our antennas. Thanks to 
Bill, NJ2S, who was named Co-Chairman in Charge of Antenna Assistance, the bucket truck really sim- 
plified the raising of many of our supporting structures and saved a lot of old timers from wrenched 
backs and sore shoulders, etc. 


As to the operating particulars, 80 M SSB, Band Chairman (BC) was N2WUP with N2TXG assisting. 
They did well considering the very high band noise level and interference from the generator. Next year, 
Stu says they will need to move their operating position. 80 m CW, Co-Band Chairmen, W2YC and 
WOMHK, also turned ina very good score considering the high band noise and night time only operation. 
40 M SSB, performed really well this year. WA2LET, BC, had a very large contingent of operators, 
namely, N2IMK, KC2THO, AB2YG, W2KBT, KC2ZDY, KC2VXS, KC2VXT, NJ2S, and N4NYY. 
This crew kept the station running essentially the entire 24 hours, which accounted largely for their really 
great score. In addition, many thanks to Al and Vickie Lubinski, who provided the Camden County 
Emergency Communications vehicle, an air-conditioned station complete with its own generator. Hence, 
these ops all had the comforts of home (almost) and operated under better than trying conditions (HI). 
Then we come to the 40 M CW crew who turned in the best score of any band. The 40 M band remained 
relatively quiet and open throughout the entire contest. This crew, AA2WN and WA2NPD, Co-Band 
Chairmen, have been together for many years and their secret is to keep the rig in-service the entire 24 
hours of the test. The team is all experienced CW ops and includes K2SE, N2CQ, K2MEN, and K2HPV. 
Please see “Field Day” on Page 4. 


“Field Day” from Page 3. 

In addition, their full wavelength Delta Loop antenna continues to perform very well. The team wished 
to again recognize Chris, WK2W, for providing the ladder and base-plate support. 20 m SSB surprised 
all with a great performance this year. BC Tom, KE2ES, with excellent support from W2RM, KE2WC, 
and former Club member and president, Father Norm, turned in an excellent score. Their yagi antenna 
performed very well especially after Tom was able to locate the missing antenna element. 20m CW, with 
Chris, WK2W and Darrell, AB2E, two really outstanding CW ops, were not able to match last year’s 
great performance due to unusually poor band conditions. Their antenna, a two element yagi, performed 
very well; however, the band was very erratic. Following a very last minute switch in the Band Chair- 
man, Jim, N2GXS, pinch-hit and turned in a commendable score with help from AA2WN and K2MEN 
on15MSSB. And on 15 CW, the daytime band was in great shape and Band Chairmen W2YC and Bill, 
WOMHK, both outstanding CW ops, turned in their usual FB effort. 


Al, KB2AYU, and Jim, N2NRD, co-chaired the 10 and 6 m SSB stations and used a yagi antenna up 
about 20 feet. With operator help from N4NYY, they did exceptionally well with especially 10 meters 
staying open well into Saturday evening. Even 6 M gave good openings to various parts of the united 
States and Canada, the sporadic E conditions enhancing the performance. 


Finally, below are tabulated the individual Band scores for this Field Day which should serve as a goal 
for the Club to succeed in 2012. 


BAND (Meters) SSB QSO’s CW QSO’s 
80 206 212 
40 478 713 
20 460 458 
15 135 * 358 
10 350 
6 128 


* Includes PSK 31 QSOs 
Radio Kits 


In the July issue of QST is an article on kits. The article gives information on building kits and sources 
for kit building tools and for kits themselves. This is a subject near and dear to me as much of the equip- 
ment I use regularly is from a kit or started out as a kit. My early interest in radio and electronics was in 
the days of Allied Radio, Lafayette Radio and Heathkit and I always enjoyed building my own equip- 
ment. I think I built my first kit from Allied Radio/Knight-kit at about 12 years old when I built a 20 watt 
single channel audio preamp and power amp. It had six tubes and must have weighed about 35 pounds. I 
spent many a night as a youngster pouring over catalogs and dreaming about what I would build if I had 
the money. 


My fascination with radio equipment is as much how it works as it is using it and building equipment 
from kits is a great way to get started learning more about how things work. There are even kits available 
that are set up like electronics courses with theory sections built into the construction manuals. These 
manuals can also be very useful if at some future time you have problems with the equipment and need to 
make repairs. It is always easier to diagnose problems in a circuit you understand fully. 

Please see “Kits” on Page 5 


“Kits” from Page 4. 

There are lots of schematics available from ham radio magazines and on the internet and many of these 
will yield some great equipment. But unless you have a really well stocked junk box, it can be difficult 
and expensive finding all the components you need to build them. Kits give you every thing you need at 
one shot including detailed construction and alignment manuals. 


The range of kits available vary from very simple kits that you might want to build with one of your kids 
such as a crystal am receiver up to a full function, ssb/ew, multiband transceiver. There is a kit out there 
for every ability and every pocket book. Some simple equipment built from kits definitely suffers from 
limited performance while others rival the performance of the best pre-built equipment. It is a good idea 
to talk with people who have built kits from the different suppliers before you purchase one to get their 
opinions about how well the equipment performs. We have lots of hams you can talk to in the Club if you 
want some opinions. Some Club members would also be happy to give you a hand if you run into a prob- 
lem during the building of a kit. Some kit companies also are more than willing to help if you run into a 
problem building their kits. 


In the past we have had members offer to hold kit building sessions out at the Clubsite if several mem- 
bers wish to build the same kits. I am sure this could be arranged if we had members demonstrate an in- 
terest in doing this. 


Your editor 


Software Defined Radio 


The NJQRP group (to which many GCARC members belong) has been working on a software defined 
radio (SDR) project and they point out there is a series of seven YouTube videos ona similar project by 
Jeri Ellsworth. Ms. Ellsworth has produced a number of YouTube videos on different computer/radio re- 
lated projects and construction projects which are very interesting and informative. 


Her current video on SDR can be found at Http://www.youtube.com/user/JeriEllsworthjabber#p/u/11/ 
YFVgg3ZBOMo. If this address does not take you to the first of the SDR series look for it on the list of 
Jeri Ellsworth videos that come up at the address. The series shows her steps with successes and failures 
at designing and building a SDR project. 


VEC Testing 


Regular VEC testing sessions are scheduled for the second Thursday of the month at 7:00 PM and are 
held at the Franklin Township Public Library on Coles Mill Road in Franklinville. The cost of the exam 
is $15. Candidates are required to have a photo ID and two copies of their current license if they have 
one. For further information on VEC testing or to sign-up for a session contact Gary Reed at 856-582- 


4365 or at glreed49@verizon. net. 
Hamfest Flyer 
Attached as Page 8 of this newsletter id the Hamfest Flyer for the upcoming Hamfest. As Al said in his 


President’s Message, please schedule some time to help out at this event as it is our biggest fundraiser of 
the year and as such really helps our Club keep going. 


August Birthdays Crosstalk Submissions 


Harry Jackson, WB2GSF ee ‘ 
James Mollica, Sr., K2OWE This is your Club newsletter. Make use of it. 


James Mollica. Jr.. NINRD Feel free to contribute general interest articles 
Curtis Myers, WA? ISG and ideas for articles. 

Lee Pamplin, N3EKR All submissions, queries, comments and edito- 
Harry Strahlendorf, W3DNQ rials should be addressed to Gene Schoeber- 
Leonid Surnin, W2/UT5ZF lein at aa2yo@arrl.net. 


Submission deadline for the September issue: 
8/30/2011 


Club Website 


http://www.w2mmd.org 


GCARC Officers 
President-Al Arrison, KB2AYU Recording Secretary-John Zaruba, K2ZA 
Vice President-Tom Gorman, KE2ES Corresponding Secretary-Vinnie Sallustio, NSINYY 
Treasurer-Lou Ranson, KC2FXK 

Board of Directors 
Chuck Colabrese, WA2TML Dave MacDonald, WB3JOY 
Doug Gehring, WA2NP D Gene Schoeberlein, AA2YO 
Art Strong, K2AWS Bob Krukowski, KR2U 

Trustees 

Steve Blasko, W2TDS Ray Schnapp, WB2NBJ 
Cory Sickles, WA3UVV Mike Mollet, N2SRO 


Committees 


ARES/RACES-John, K2ZA Hospitality-Ray, WB2NBJ 
Awards-Dave, W2YC Membership-Cory/Ray, WA3UVV/WB2NBJ 
Budget-Steve, W2TDS Nominations-Al, KB2AYU 
Clubhouse Site-Al, KB2AYU Programs-Tom, KE2ES 

Club License Trustee-Darrell, AB2E Publicity-Cory, WA3UVV 
Constitution-As needed Repeaters-Al, KBZ2AYU 
Crosstalk-Gene, AA2 YO 4H Liaison-Cory, WA3UVV 
Database-Ken, N2CQ Special Services, Darrell, AB2E 
DX-Bill, WOMHK Sunshine-Ray, W2RM 

Field Day-Vinnie, NSINYY Technical/TVI-Cory, WA3UVV 
Hamfest-Al, KB2AYU VEC Testing-Gary, N2QEE 
Historian-Art, K2ZAWS Website-Art, K2ZAWS 


The W2MMD Repeaters - 
r GCARC Meetings 
47.78/18 Mhz-Pitman 

CTCSS 131.8Hz) General Membership 


223.06/224.66 Mhz-Sewell 7:30 pm Ist Wednesday every month 


Pfeiffer Community Center 
H.47.1/442.1 Mhz-Pitman Williamstown, NJ 


1272.4/1284.4 MHz-Pitman Beets or Deo 
8 pm 3rd Wednesday every month 
GCARC Club site 
Harrison Twp. 4H Grounds 
Nets 1 mile south of Mullica Hill on RT77 


GCARC 2 Meter Net 
Third Thursday of the Month 
8:00PM 
147.78/18Mhz (PL131.8Hz) 


August Meeting 


ARES/RACES 
Sunday 20:00 Hrs 
(147.78/18 and Swap meet and Pizza 
223.06/224.66 
repeaters) 


Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club 
P. O. Box 370 
Pitman, NJ 08071 


Sunday, September 18, 2011 


Hamre t 


1 


Open to the public 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. rain or shine 
(Gates open at 6 a.m. for tailgaters and sellers) 


GCARC 33rd annual Hamfest 


Featuring tailgaters and sellers of new, used and antique radio, 
computer and electronic equipment 


ADMISSION: $6 


Non-Ham spouses and kids FREE 
DXCC-VUCC-WAS @ Entry ticket is good for Door Prize 
Card checking 11:30 a.m. Drawings throughout the day 
(Must be present to win) 


ARRL VEC License Testing | ™ T#leaters $5 per space* 
SS ee @ $10 Pavilion tables or table space** 


Testing begins at9am. | (Some pavilion spaces have electric) 
y Please bring a copy Space price does not include admission 
of your license and anyCSEs | gy Taik-In Repeater 147.180+ PL131.8 


On-site food services: Pork Roll, doughnuts, danish, hot dogs, hamburgers, fries, 
Italian sausage, steak sandwiches, hot and cold beverages and much more! 


Location: Gloucester County 4-H Fairgrounds 
(Event will be held in Pavilion area) 
240 Bridgeton Pike (Rt 77) * Mullica Hill, NJ. 08062 


* Taal gating rules (open grassy areas only) « $5 per vehicle space, upto 10) ft. No reserving or holding spaces for tailgaters not yet present First come, first serve. 
* Table mules (covered pavilions only) + $10 per table (yours or curs), or table pace up to § ft. Tailgating under covered pavilions will fall under “table rules” rates. 


Contact: Al KB2AYU at kb2ayu@verizon.net + Club Web site: www.w2mmd.org 


GCARC, P.O. Box 370, Pitman NJ 08071 


